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1  Choose Sustainable Suppliers

 Reuse first, recycle second 

Ship responsibly 

Use energy-efficient equipment and lighting

Choose vendors using certified eco-friendly materials, ethical 
sourcing, and minimal packaging; consider a Better Stands by 
NZCE accredited supplier to deliver a gold standard booth. 

Include sustainability in your brief to your contractors. Use modular, 
reusable booth elements to minimise waste and avoid single-use or 
heavily branded items which will be discarded afterwards.  

Opt for materials which can be re-used many times before being 
recycled; repurpose graphics or donate items where possible.  

Plan ahead to consolidate shipments and choose low carbon 
logistics. Using an events’ preferred logistics partner will help to 
minimise emissions from transport.  

Use LED displays and energy efficient electronic equipment to 
minimise energy consumption on your stand; turn equipment off 
at the end of the day rather than leaving them on standby.  

Ten Steps to 
Sustainable Exhibiting

This guide offers practical, eco-conscious actions for exhibitors to 
reduce their environmental footprint while maintaining a high-impact 
presence at events.

Design out waste 
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6 Eco-conscious catering

NET ZERO 2040

Serving coffee? Replace paper cups with reusable mugs; 
serve locally-sourced vegetarian food to further reduce your carbon 
footprint and minimise food waste by not over ordering; donate any 
leftovers to food banks or community projects where possible.  

Connect digitally at trade shows with RX Collect QR codes to reduce 
printed materials such as business cards and brochures and provide 
a quicker, more efficient follow-up.   

Make sure you have a clear waste management plan for your 
exhibition stand and you know how much of your stand will be 
re-used and recycled.  

Wherever possible, use public transport to travel to and from the 
exhibition to minimise emissions from travel; if possible have local 
employees attend and manage the stand. If you can’t avoid air 
travel opt for airlines which have credible net zero strategies.  

 

Measure the carbon emissions of your stand adjust strategies over 
time. Educate your employees to ensure continuous improvement.   

The future of events starts now

Replace printed materials with digital tools

Sort and recycle your waste

Reduce your travel emissions

Measure and improve


